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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Editor's note:


   In our efforts to serve God, as we should, one of the short-comings many of us have is forming good prayer habits. We often times see prayer in a formal setting, characterized by a list of partitions and thanks to God. Jesus, however, as mentioned in the preceding article, prayed long hours because he was talking to the Father. 


   We have that same privilege if we will but use it, and the benefits are twofold. Not only will we become accustomed to speaking with God and thus making it easier to do, it will bring us to a closer relationship to Him as He wishes to have with us.


   In the next few issues of the messenger we will present some articles on the subject of prayer. I hope you will read and ponder them carefully that we may learn to "pray without ceasing" (I Thes. 5: 17)


			    JP


________________________





"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made know to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all under-standing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."


(Philippians 4:6-7)





  The disciples of Jesus had grown up in a culture, which placed great emphasis on prayer. They must have been familiar with many of the prayers recorded in the Old Testament; perhaps they had even memorized some of them. Doubt-


less they had heard devout parents pray, and we can be sure that in the synagogues or on the street corners they had heard the Phari-


sees pray. Yet when they heard Jesus pray, they recognized a new dimension in communication with God.


   "And it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, 'Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples' " (Luke 1:1)


    Several important facts are implied in this request:


    First, the disciples saw in Jesus the value of prayer.  They saw how often He prayed, not because a certain "hour of prayer" had come but because of His sense of need.  No doubt, they had already seen what was so clearly demonstrated later in the Garden: the strength, which He gained from prayer.  They wanted to know how to tap that source of strength and gain the benefits which were so obviously available to Him in prayer.


  





transpired in heaven in response to the prayers of men like Moses and Daniel.  Who better could teach the disciples to pray?  Who better can teach us?


   Jesus teaches us what prayer is.  Many think of it as a mere listing of items we want God to give us or services we want Him to render.  Some go a little farther to include the giving of thanks.  "Supplications with thanksgiving" (Philippians 4:6) are appropriate in prayer, but these alone fall far short of defining prayer.  This inadequate understanding of what prayer is may well explain why we spend so little time in prayer; it doesn't take long to run through our list of wants and perhaps even less time to list the things for which we are grateful.  When Jesus spent full nights in prayer, it was not because He had such a long list of things for which to ask or give thanks.  It was because He was talking to His Father and to His closest friend.  That is what prayer is -- talking to God, speaking our thoughts to him as we would to a friend.  Who among us feels that he has learned to do this as Jesus did?  Hopefully, each one of us feels the same need for the Lord's instructions, which the early disciples felt.


					





Lord Teach Us To Pray


By


Sewell Hall





Strength and gain the benefits which were so obviously available to Him in prayer.


   Second, they recognized the value of instruction.  It might be supposed that any one who believes in God should be able to talk to Him easily and naturally.  Yet it is apparent, even to the casual observer, that some pray better than others and that teaching is useful on this important subject.  John had taught his disciples to pray and the Lord's disciples sensed their own inadequacy and their need for His help.


   Finally, they identified Jesus as the best possible teacher.  And no wonder!  He knew the Father better than any other has ever known Him.  Having existed "in the form of God" and having "emptied" Himself, taking the form of a servant and coming in the likeness of men," He understood more fully than any other man the weakness of humanity and the need for divine assistance.  And, better than any mere human, He understood the wisdom of God to know what is best for man, the power of God to provide it, and the love of God which is disposed to hear the pleas of His children.   He knew what  had transpired in heahad transptra
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"Open my eyes that I may see


Open my ears that I may hear


Open my mouth and let me bear


Open my heart and let me prepare


Illumine me Savior divine"





   We sing this wonderful song (written and sung as a prayer) from time to time, and it is certainly good and proper to ask God for these attributes. However, I 


wonder sometimes if, when we sing songs like this, 


we are not guilty of expecting God to do all the


opening. 


   While God surly opens Himself to us through His 


Word, what we do with it determines how open we 


really are. God certainly expects us to be open to Him 


in all aspects of life.


    It has been said, "an open ear is the only believable 


sign of an open heart."  


    This morning as you join others in worship consider


 the importance of being "open."





Open your Bible and read. Open your mind and think.


Open your mouth and sing. Open your ears and listen.


Open your spiritual eyes and see Jesus on the cross.


Open your spirit and pray. Open your wallet and give.


Open your hand to a guest. Open your will to God's.


Open your heart to believe and obey.


Are you open? Or closed?


					JP





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life,  you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Sis. Marilyn Rich and Bro. Norm and Holly Sis. Chris Veteto 


Bro. Rick Hulsey 


Bro. & Sis. Boyd and Robbye Jones A card or visit would cheer them greatly. Their address is posted in the foyer. 


Sis. Elaine Clem and her family  


Bro. James Tackett's father and uncle


Bro. Cecil Douthitt Sr.


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their efforts to adopt a baby. 


Sis. Joyce Green who is experiencing back problems





_______________________________


The messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


Jocar2@bellsouth.net 


Members: Your input is vital to the effectiveness of this paper. If you have information of note to all or an article you would like considered please submit it to the editor.





























____________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer--Philip West


Song Leader---Jason Gaston              


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay	


   Asst. 2-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 3-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 4-----Mike Sonen


   Asst. 5-----Andy Williams


2nd Prayer----Drew Bowman


Scripture Reading---Steve Huff


Sermon-------Mark Bowman


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Rogers


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----David Brown


Song Leader-------Brad Bowman


Scripture Reading---Wes Guyton


2nd Prayer------David Brown


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements---Michael Burke-


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Brad Bowman


Invitation---Rex Veteto


Closing Prayer---Philip West





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve, please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________


Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 

















